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Alabama's Samson Banking tops ranking of best-performing
small banks in 2021
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Samson, Ala.-based Samson Banking Co. led S&P Global Market Intelligence's 2021 ranking of the best-performing
U.S. community banks under $3 billion in assets.

About this analysis
To compile this ranking, S&P Global Market Intelligence calculated scores for each company based on six
metrics: pretax return on tangible common equity; efficiency ratio; operating revenue growth; net charge-offs to
average loans and leases net of Paycheck Protection Program loans ratio; nonperforming assets and loans 90
days or more past due as a percentage of total assets, net of PPP loans; and leverage ratio.
Each company's standard deviation from the industry mean was calculated for every ranking metric, weighted,
then combined to derive a performance score. To help normalize the data and mitigate the impact of outliers,
caps and floors were applied for each metric.
Based on the above criteria, 4,015 banks and thrifts were eligible for this ranking.

Established over 90 years ago, Samson Banking Co. operates two brick-and-mortar branches in the Alabama cities
of Samson and Geneva.
Samson Banking performed strongly in 2021, posting a 14.5% increase in assets and a 38.5% jump in net interest
income while maintaining a 42.65% efficiency ratio and zero nonperforming assets or loans 90-plus days past due
as of Dec. 31, 2021. Overall, the bank outperformed the top 100 median in all six ranking metrics.
The bank's interest income on commercial and industrial loans more than quadrupled to $1.4 million in 2021, which
helped send the company's operating revenue soaring 87.4% last year.

Dallas-based State Bank of Texas took the second spot in this year's ranking following a year-over-year surge in
interest income on real estate loans, gains on the sale of real estate and other assets and a decline in interest

expense on deposits. Over 79% of the bank's total assets were tied to real estate loans at year-end 2021. The bank
operates seven branches, five in Texas and two in Chicago.
Established a little less than 25 years ago, the institution is the largest Indian-American-owned bank in the U.S.
Meanwhile, Doraville, Ga.-based First IC Bank came in third in 2021, as its net gain on the sale of loans and leases
nearly tripled during the year, helping to push the bank's return on average tangible common equity above 28%. The
bank operates 10 branches across five states.

Fifteen banks from California made the top 100 in 2021, more than any other state. Rowland Heights, Calif.based First General Bank came in fourth in this year's ranking while another three Golden State banks made it into
the top 10. Texas placed nine banks in the top 100, the second-most of any state.
Click here to download a refreshable template containing the underlying data used in the rankings and the list of top
100.
To see the 2020 rankings, click here for the top-performing community banks with less than $3 billion in assets, and
click here for those with $3 billion to $10 billion in assets.

This article was published by S&P Global Market Intelligence and not by S&P Global Ratings, which is a separately
managed division of S&P Global.

